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his inner man. Accordingly his empiricism
took an introspective form; like Hamlet he
stopped at the how; he began to think
about thinking. His first care was now to
arrest experience as he underwent it; though
its presence could not be denied, it came hi
such a questionable shape that it could not
be taken at its word. This mere presence of
experience, this ghostly apparition to the
inner man, was all that empirical philosophy
could now profess to discover. Far from
being an exercise of intelligence, it retracted
all understanding, all interpretation, all in-
stinctive faith; far from furnishing a sure
record of the truths of nature, it furnished
a set of pathological facts, the passive subject-
matter of psychology. These now seemed
the only facts admissible, and psychology, for
the philosophers, became the only science.
Experience could discover nothing, but all
discoveries had to be retracted, so that
they should revert to the fact of experience
and terminate there. Evidently when the
naturalistic background and meaning of
experience have dropped out in this way,
empiricism is a form of idealism, since what-
ever objects we can come upon will all be